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Background 
The Otipemisiwak Métis Government, through its housing affiliate, Métis Capital Housing 
Corporation, is dedicated to providing housing programs and services designed specifically for 
Métis people in Alberta. Their goal is to provide housing programs and services that support, 
respect, and reflect the community's unique culture, helping members make the right housing 
choices. 
 
To more effectively address the housing requirements of Métis Albertans, Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation (CMHC) has partnered with the Otipemisiwak Métis Government to 
co-develop an Urban, Rural, and Northern Indigenous Housing Strategy. Three Hive 
Consulting, Inc. was hired by Otipemisiwak Métis Government to support these engagement 
activities and analyze and present the results.  
 
 
 

Methods  
To identify the housing needs of Métis Albertans, this assessment relied upon multiple 
methods to engage with Métis Albertans. These methods included: 

 

  

  

Community Engagement Sessions: 
In-person sessions were held in six 
locations spanning all five Territories in 
Alberta: Lethbridge, Red Deer, Slave 
Lake, Grande Prairie, Bonnyville, and 
Fort McMurray. Sessions were 3-4 
hours in length, enabling participants 
to share their stories and respond to a 
set of questions designed to guide the 
conversations. Over 125 people 
attended these sessions. 

 

Community Survey: A province-wide 
online survey was conducted between 
January 15, 2025, and March 6, 2025, 
targeting Métis Albertans and their 
families. Participants at community 
engagement sessions were offered 
paper versions of the survey. 1,019 
survey responses were included in final 
analysis. 

 

Demographic Data Analysis: Using 
Registry data provided by the 
Otipemisiwak Métis Government, a 
comprehensive analysis of age and 
geographic distributions across all 
Métis territories and districts in Alberta 
was conducted. 

 

District Representative and Board 
Member Engagement Sessions: Three 
virtual sessions were held to facilitate 
in-depth discussions and obtain 
detailed insights into housing 
experiences and needs. 

 



 

Key Findings 
The assessment revealed several key findings: 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Housing Situation: Most survey respondents own a home, live in a family-
owned home, or rent housing at market rate. However, it is important not 
to overlook the finding that 6% of survey respondents reported having no 
stable home. Further, respondents from Lesser Slave Lake Territory were 
significantly more likely to lack stable housing, with 20% of survey 
respondents reporting no stable home. 

 
Current Housing Conditions: Métis Albertans report insufficient quality 
housing stock, challenges with housing disrepair, presence of pests, 
difficulty finding rental options for families with children or pets, and 
limited options for seniors needing some supports. 

 

Adequacy of Homes: About one-
third of respondents reported 
leaks, mold, or pests within their 
current residence. Respondents 
from Lesser Slave Lake Territory 
were less likely to have reliable 
utilities. 

 

Core Housing Need: 
Approximately 23% of 
respondents were in core 
housing need, more than double 
the proportion across the general 
Alberta population. 

 

New programs: Participants shared requests for a variety of new 
programs and services, including transitional and emergency housing 
support, emergency home repair, rent-to-own opportunities, relocation 
expenses, home maintenance services, life skills development, a Métis 
home insurance company, sustainable and energy-efficiency upgrades, 
and general affordability initiatives. 



 

 

 

Recommendations 
Based on all data gathered, key considerations going forward include: 
 
1. Increase appropriate housing units: 

More housing is needed, and that 
housing needs to be appropriate for the 
varied and changing needs experienced 
by Métis Albertans. Strategies to 
increase housing availability should 
include both acquisitions and new 
builds. Some areas noted needing more 
seniors-specific housing, while others 
mentioned the need for affordable 
housing for families. Many also noted 
they wanted housing that was pet 
friendly.  
 

2. Provide in-person support locally: 
Métis Albertans want someone 
available locally to help them with 
applications and emergency housing 
needs. Most of the community sessions 
mentioned the absence of a local 
contact. There may be opportunity to 
have positions that are shared with 
other Otipemisiwak Métis Government 
departments and affiliates to help Métis 
Albertans navigate available services.  

3. Transitional housing and emergency 
support: Some areas of the province 
noted the need for shelter support and 
for transitional housing. Transitional 
housing was an identified need for 
people who were experiencing 
homelessness and needed an extended 
stay to help them secure permanent 
housing. One idea for emergency 
support was to have a 24/7 Métis crisis 
line, which could include emergency 
home repairs.  

4. Affordability initiatives: Métis 
Albertans are concerned about the 
rising costs of not only rent, mortgages, 
and utilities, but also insurance and 
food costs. They want efforts to 
increase local food sovereignty 
supported through group initiatives like 
community gardens or organized 
hunting and fishing groups. Métis 
Albertans would also like to see group 
insurance options, particularly in areas 
and housing types that are harder to 
insure, like mobile homes, and better 
assistance with claims due to natural 
disasters.  
 

5. Take action in Lesser Slave Lake 
Territory: A greater proportion of Métis 
citizens in Lesser Slave Lake Territory 
are in core housing need. This is the 
smallest Territory in terms of 
population, and dedicated actions to 
increase housing stock and offer 
program support are likely to have a 
rapid and significant impact.  
 

6. Permeate Métis culture: People want 
to know that Métis Housing services are 
for Métis, by Métis. Buildings should 
feel like they are Métis right from the 
design and artwork present, from the 
front door in. Métis Albertans also want 
to see more programs and spaces for 
their local Métis community to gather. 
Some noted there was no gathering 
space in their local community. 
 



 

7. Consider areas of improvement for 
programs: Participants provided a 
great deal of specific feedback about 
Métis Housing programs in general, and 
for each program. Explore the feasibility 
and potential benefits of these 
suggested improvements. Clarify both 
internally and externally any criteria and 
requirements that are unclear to Métis 
Albertans.  

 
8. Evaluate regularly: This needs 

assessment shows that people want 
transparency around funded programs, 
and want to know how well they are 
serving Métis Albertans. A regular 
process of program evaluation and 

public reporting would support a culture 
of continuous improvement at Métis 
Housing, and build trust with Métis 
Albertans. 

 
9. Partner with other supports and 

services: The work of building housing 
stability requires connections with a 
wide variety of related supports and 
services, including mental health and 
addictions, employment and education, 
infrastructure and construction, and all 
levels of government. Métis Housing 
needs to maintain and build strong 
connections with system partners to 
ensure a holistic approach to housing 
supports.
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